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more famous beauties of her time. But the
marriage had not been a success. There were no
children; and for some time now Amy had
travelled about paying visits and had not had any
home with her husband. Then, in 1559, she took
a house at Cumnor, not far from Oxford. As the
gossip about the Queen and Lord Robert grew,
so people began to anticipate the worst. They
said that Dudley would get rid of his wife in
order to be free to marry the Queen; and that he
would rid himself not by the usual way of a
trumped-up divorce, but by murder. They even
talked of poison, that being reckoned the usual
Renaissance way of disposing of unwelcome
persons. We can imagine then the excitement
that raged when the thrilling news spread that
Amy Robsart was dead, and dead in strange
circumstances. She had been found with her
neck broken at the foot of a flight of stairs in
Cumnor Place. At once the word ran round that
Dudley had brought about the murder in order to
marry the Queen. He himself had been miles
away at the time, but men said that he must have
sent others to do the deed. Mary Stuart remarked:
" The Queen of England is about to marry her
Keeper of Horse, who has killed his wife to make
room for her." Dudley in an agony did all he
could to clear up the mystery. He sent directions
to the coroner to be sure to make full inquiries;
he sent Amy's brother down to make certain that
the family should look into the matter themselves.